Dingly. at the 15 day of 1654. —— 


Sg PROHIBITING 


Aſſemblies and Meetings 


God amongſt Us ought duly to confider and be thankful for in this Day, wherein God hath fo graci⸗ 
ouſly Uiſited and Redeeined his People; His Highnels, as He reckons it a Duty incumbent upon him, 
and ſhall take all pofsibie Care to Pꝛeſerve and Continue this Freedom and Liberty to all Perſons in 


this Commonwealth fearing God, though of differing Judgements, „ by protecting them in the ſober 


ano quiet exercile and profelsion ot Religion, and the fincere Worthip of God, ugainſt all fuch who ſhallz 
by impoſing upon the Conſciences of their Vꝛethꝛen, oꝛ offering violence to their Perſons, oꝛ any other 
wap, feck to hinder them therein; So likewile doth He hold hunſelf equally obliged to take Care, That, 
on no neetence: whatſoever, ſuch freedom given ſhould be extended by any beyond thole bounds which the 
Vopal Law of Love and Cbriſtian Moderation have fet us in our Walking one towards another; Oꝛ that 
thereby occalion chould be taken by any to abute this Liberty to the diſturbance oz diſquiet of any of 
their Bꝛethꝛen in the ſame free Exerciſe of their Faith and Woꝛſhip, which himſelk enjoies of his own. 
And his Highnels cannot but ſadly lament the woful diſtemper that is kallen upon the Spirits of maß 
aby pꝛofeſsing Religion and the Fear of God in thele dayes, who inſtead ol a ſuitable return to the Loꝛd our 
God fo, this Liberty, and all our other Merties, and appearing in an anlwerable carriage by a Spe 
tit of tendernels and forbearance one towards another, and pꝛovoking one another to Love and good 
Works, are found in a Spirit of bitterneſs towards their Bꝛethꝛen, biting and devouring, Hateful and 
hating one another, and whileſt they pꝛetend the Liberty which Chꝛiſt hath purchaſed for his People, 
do openly and avowedly, by rude and unchꝛiſtiau Practices, diſturb both the publique and Pꝛivate meet? 5 
ings foꝛ preaching the Woꝛd, and other Religious Exerciſes, and vilitie, oppole, and interrupt the Pub⸗ | 
lique Pꝛeachers in their Miniſtery, whereby the Liberty of the Golpel, the profefsion of Region 
and the Mame of God, is much dichonoured and abuled, and the Spirits ot all good men much grie⸗ : 
ved. His Pighnels therefore, having had many inkoꝛmations from divers parts of this Commonwealty il 
of ſuch Pꝛactices by divers men lately riſen up under the names of Quakers, a who 
do Daily both repꝛoach and diſturb the Allemblies and Congregations ok Chriftian 


and others 5) 


and Prbate Meetings, and interrupt the Preachers in difpenfing the 28070, and 
Hip, contrary to juſt Liberty, and to the diſturbance of the publique Peate, 


ought to be protected in; And doth hereby ſtrictly Require and Command ait 
That they forbear Henceforth all tuch irregular and diloꝛdceiy Practices. And if 1 


5 of the Civil Peace, 
and ſhall expect. and do require all Officers and ? 3 of Juſtice to maren 
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=e having plealed the Loꝛd, by the manifold Merties and D which he hath 
wꝛougbt in and for thele Nations of late Bears, and the Bleſsings where with he 
5 15 hath bleſſed the Endeavoꝛs of the Good People thereof „in making them Succeſsful 
8 againſt his and their Enemies, to crown Us with this, as not the leaſt Token of his 
Favor and Good Will to Us, That there is a free and unnterrupted Paſſage of the 
Soſpel running through the midſt of Us, and Liberty for all to hold forth and pꝛofels with ſobnlety, their 
i Light and Knowiedge therein, atcoꝛding as the Loꝛd in his rich Grace and Wildom hath difpenced te 
every man, and with the fame Freedom to practice and exerciſe the Faith of the Goſpel, and to lead quiet 
And peateable Lives in all Godlinels and Honeſty, without any Interruption from the Powers Good 
| Hath fet over this Commonwealth, nap with all juſt and due Encouragement thereto, and Pꝛotection in 
fo doing by the fame ; A Percy that is the Price of much Blood, and till of late years denyed to this Na⸗ 
tion, as at this day it continues to be to moſt of the Nations round about Us, and which all that fear 


their Publiaue 
others their 
Doth hold himſelk 


bbliged to eclare His diſlike of all ſuc actices, as being contrary to the juſt Free⸗ 
9 by PIS Truſt D> His di h > Commonwealth they 


dome and of the People, which by the Laws and Covernment of this WW 
n Contempt a- 


ber 
ny Perſons hall pꝛeſume to offend as aforefaid, Wc Malt eſtcein them as Di ſagaut them ac - | i 
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